
 
 

SPECIAL EDUCATION  
IDENTIFICATION MEETING 

ELIGIBILITY AND DETERMINATION MEETINGS 
ANNUAL REVIEW MEETINGS 

The Hawthorne Child Study Team will continue to conduct meetings during our closure per 
NJAC 6A:14. The meetings can be held either through video or by phone. A parent or guardian 
must sign consent for the video or teleconference prior to the meeting. A parent or guardian can 
scan the consent to the team member, however, a hard copy with an original signature must be 
mailed back to the member. Following the meeting, during this time,  paperwork will be emailed. 
Please mail the hardcopies when possible. (UPDATED 3/30/20)  

 
EVALUATIONS 

Understanding the challenges of COVID-19, we are suspending in-person evaluations at this 
time. We will continue to hold the planning meetings and will test upon our return. (UPDATED 
3/29/20)  

 
RELATED SERVICES 

As of March 25, 2020, a bill was passed through the NJ Assembly (A3904) and is awaiting the 
governor's. This bill allows teletherapy for speech and counseling, for now. With the 
understanding each child and situation within the home are very different during remote 
learning, one type of delivery of service may not be the most appropriate one for every child. 
Thus, the speech pathologists and counselors will be reaching out to make a determination as 
to whether teletherapy/telepractice, phone conferencing, or the continuation of sharing 
resources and consulting with parents would be most appropriate. If your child is in a group for 
their related services, a consent agreement was emailed to parents. If you have not received it, 
please contact your child’s case manager.  
 
Your child will continue to receive support and resources from the occupational and physical 
therapists as well. Our goal during this time is to continue to maintain the skills acquired and 
avoid regression. The related service providers will be available throughout the closure from 
8:30 am to 3:00 pm to answer any questions and continue to send or monitor activities. (UPDATED 
3/29/20) 

 
ABA HOME THERAPY 

If your child receives ABA in-home therapy services in their IEP, we will be suspending these 
services until school is re-opened. Our BCBA’s, behaviorists, will be available between 8:30 am 
to 3:00 pm for any questions or advice needed during this time.  

 
SPECIALIZED INSTRUCTION 

Recognizing that each child with an IEP receives specialized instruction based on their 
disabilities, our special education teachers have been advised to accommodate and modify the 
work accordingly. Understanding the challenges of completing work without the direct 



instruction, each teacher was specific in planning. For remote learning via Zoom, Google 
Hangouts or Google Meet, in self-contained classes, our district consent form was emailed to 
parents. Please reach out to your child’s case manager if you have not received the email. 
Please reach out to your child’s teacher if anything needs to be readjusted. (UPDATED 3/29/20) 

 
OUT OF DISTRICT PLACEMENTS 

During the closure, it is the responsibility of Hawthorne to ensure the out of district placements 
have completed their closure plan and continue to educate our students. If you are a parent of 
an out of district student and your child has not acquired anything from the school, please 
contact my office. (UPDATED 3/ 29/20) 

Any questions, please reach out to your case manager. Be well! 
 
Jessica Pignatello, MS. Ed. 
Director of Special Programs 


